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Le� er from the LocumContents

Standing Firm!
Have you ever been involved in 
a tense confl ict with someone?

If so, I think that the apostle Paul 
has a diff erent understanding of 
what it means to stand fi rm in 
a dispute from the posi� oning 
that is most common today.

In the middle of a dispute he says,

“Stand fi rm in the Lord in this way, 
dear friends!” (Phil !:")

We might think standing fi rm is 
exactly the wrong thing to do to 
overcome a thorny issue, but he 
is sugges� ng here that “stand-
ing fi rm” is the opposite of po-
larisa� on. He is sugges� ng that 
through our rela� onship with 
Jesus we are reminded:

". To look for the peace of 
God together

#. It is a shared peace, not a 
personal feeling

$. That this kind of “stand-
ing fi rm” means s� cking 
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together despite diff er-
ences.

O� en we fret over who said 
what, and what they meant. 
It can easily become a deep 
trough of unpleasantness. Paul’s 
sugges� ons towards unity in 
the le� er to the Philippians are:

!.  Solidarity

". Prayer

#. Joint working

$. Being thankful

God always gives the strength 
to pursue this healthier model 
and these spiritual disciplines 
can bring relief, healing and 
peace.

Paul fi nishes his sec� on of chap-
ter $ with a posi� ve comment. 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will 
say it again: Rejoice!” (vs. &)

Enjoy life,

Ian
Ian Gilmour

Locum minister

Guild
There will be no more 

Guild Mee� ngs un� l 

October, but there will 

be Monthly Coff ee 

Mornings open to all 

with our usual coff ee, 

tea, and home baking.

The dates are !th May, 

"nd June, #th July, $$th 

August and $st Sep-

tember.

All will be held at 

!'.#'am in the Main 

Hall except for *th May 

which will be in the 

Hermitage Room.

Looking forward to keeping in touch 

with friends over the summer!

Edith Armit

Isobel Brown celebra� ng her ���th Birthday at the 
Guild with her friend  Chrissie Munro 
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Thought for the Month

Last week, JD Vance urged the 
Pope to be careful when bring-
ing up theology in rela� on to 
poli� cs. Prominent non-poli� -
cians are o� en scolded and told 
to keep out of poli� cs a� er an 
interven� on – football manager 
Pep Guardiola should s� ck to 
football instead of commen� ng 
on Gaza; Taylor Swi�  should 
s� ck to singing. I fi nd that odd: 
surely poli� cs is the job of eve-
ryone in a liberal democracy?

And if so, how should we, 
as Chris� ans, be poli� cal? 
Ques� ons of social jus-
� ce and care seem to be 
central to our faith and to 
the life of Christ himself. 
They are also lived in so 
many ways in our parish: 
in the short � me since we 
came to Greenbank, we’ve 
seen how the church com-
munity lives a community 
poli� cs in events like the 
Jumble Sale, in the work 
with affi  liated chari� es, the 
various groups and com-
mi� ees that work in the 
Greenbank building.

With elec� ons round the 
corner, the ques� on seems 
par� cularly relevant. The 
answer is not so simple. 
Contemporary poli� cs are 

so divisive and polarised, and 
the world is ever more complex. 
We tend to avoid poli� cs in our 
communi� es and our homes – 
as something to be avoided for 
fear of off ence. It’s a ma� er of 
simple courtesy.

So, my thought for this month 
is more of a ques� on: is there a 
way for open, tolerant sharing 
of views that helps develop our 
faith?

Brendan Whi! y

The Jumble Sale is a community event
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Currently we have several people 
who benefi t from assistance in get-
� ng to Greenbank. Most people 
who fi nd a li�  helpful on Sunday 
mornings to the service have their 
needs met by friends. However, an 
increasing number fi nd it helpful in 
a� ending the Friendship Club and 
the Singing Group.

The Friendship Club meets fort-
nightly on twelve Wednesday af-
ternoons from mid-October un� l 
the end of March. We meet at !pm 
and fi nish by ".#$pm. If you can 
help, you’re welcome to stay for 
what have proven to be very inter-
es� ng talks. We currently have four 
members who fi nd a li�  helpful.

We need more volunteer drivers 
who can help on a regular or oc-
casional basis. If you volunteer 
to help regularly you might be re-
quired about four � mes through-

out the year. Of course, we realise 
that volunteering has to fi t in with 
your life.

There are also fi ve tea and coff ee 
events, one each month from May 
un� l September. 

The Singing Group meets on the 
alternate Wednesdays with the 
same � mings as the Friendship 
Club. Currently we have only two 
members who fi nd a li�  helpful.

Finally, there are occasional requests 
for assistance to get to the four short 
a� ernoon communion services.

Could you volunteer? The more 
people who volunteer the fewer 
the occasions on which you’ll be 
needed. If you’re willing to help 
out, please contact me.

David Allan

Li! s to Greenbank

An A� ernoon Tea will take place 
at !pm on Wednesday &"th May, 
jointly between the Friendship 
Club and the Singing Group with 
the theme, Songs from the Musicals. 

The next mee� ng of the Singing 
Group will be on Wednesday !'th 
May at !pm in the Braid Room. 

David Allan

Friendship Club and Singing Group
A! ernoon Tea
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burned. Instead of discarding prun-
ings, turn them into a living habitat. 

Over � me, a dead hedge creates a 
safe home and shelter for nature. 
Hedgehogs can fi nd refuge at its 
base, insects benefi t from the pro-
tec� on it provides, and dead wood 
is excellent habitat for lichens and 
fungus. In this way, what seems 
“dead” becomes full of life.

Crea� ng a dead hedge is straight-
forward. Begin by hammering a 
line of sturdy wooden stakes or 
trimmed branches into the ground 
about a metre apart. Then place 
a second, parallel line of stakes 
roughly one metre away, posi-
� oning them in a zigzag pa� ern 
between the fi rst row. This forms 
a corridor. Gradually fi ll this space 
with woody cu�  ngs and pruning, 
layering as you go. Heavier branch-
es placed on top will help compress 
the material and keep it secure. 
Plugging some gaps with turf pro-
vides addi� onal habitat. 

As the hedge se� les, you may also 
choose to grow climbers such as 
clema� s or honeysuckle along it, 
adding beauty and further habitat 
value, par� cularly for pollinators.

Karen Young
Convenor

Eco-Group

If you have been to Braidburn Val-
ley Park recently, you will see that 
The Conserva� on Volunteers (TCV) 
have been busy crea� ng dead 
hedges. Although a dead hedge 
may look humble, this natural fea-
ture off ers rich benefi ts for wildlife 
while making good use of pruning 
and excess material. You can create 
one in your garden too.

Dead hedges are excellent for recy-
cling woody stems and cu�  ngs that 
might otherwise be thrown away or 

Dead Hedges



�

www.greenbankchurch.org

Chris� an Aid Week in May each 
year is a huge opportunity for the 
charity to raise funds. The money 
goes to the general fund, thus giv-
ing fl exibility as to how it will be 
spent, par" cularly if an emergency 
arises.  However each year the 
campaign focuses on Chris� an 
Aid’s work in a par" cular country 
and this year it is Kenya, and in 
par" cular a project called Beacon 
of Hope.

I recently a# ended a talk by Pu-
rity Osumba, the programme and 
partnerships coordinator in Kenya 
who spoke movingly about the two 
women Fridah and Belinda who 
feature on the envelopes and post-
ers. They live in the “informal set-
tlements” in Nairobi where people 
crowd together in small mud and 
" mber homes with li# le access 
to water or sanita" on. Life is pre-
carious due to disease, fi re, crime, 
drugs and femicide.

Chris� an Aid works by iden" fying 
partners and consul" ng with the 
community to support sustain-
able programmes. Beacon of Hope 
teaches the women urban farm-
ing techniques, encouraging them 
to grow nutri" ous food in small 
spaces. This leads to improvements 
in health and there is also an op-
portunity to sell surpluses. Other 

money-genera" ng enterprises 
such as making jewellery are also 
supported and there is a commu-
nity lending commi# ee.

Purity also spoke about the prob-
lems Kenya faces in the context 
of its wider poli" cal and economic 
situa" on. It has the biggest econ-
omy in the Eastern part of Africa, 
but a huge debt crisis. Cutbacks 
have been made in areas such as 
health and educa" on in order to 
service the na" onal debt, and ad-
di" onal taxes on items such as 
bread and sanitary products mean 
that the poor cannot aff ord these. 
This situa" on is compounded by 
reduc" ons in interna" onal funding 
programmes such as USAID.

Chris� an Aid is campaigning to 
“put life before debt” and you can 
fi nd out more about the Restore 
campaign here:

www.chris� anaid.org.uk/
get-involved/campaigns/

restore-campaign 

Chris� an Aid Week !"-!# May $"$#
the story behind the pictures
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Fundraising at Greenbank
 Envelopes and web pages

Greenbank Church volunteers will 
be distribu� ng delivery-only en-
velopes to around �,��� houses in 
our parish during the week. Thank 
you to everyone who has agreed 
to help with this. There will also be 
envelopes available in the church 
ves� bule.

The envelopes include a fl yer to say 
that they have been delivered by a 
volunteer from Greenbank Church 
and to invite people to donate – 

• To our special e-envelope: 

caw.chris� anaid.org.uk/

envelope-����/

greenbank-church 

• By pos� ng the envelope 
through the Church le! erbox 
on Braidburn Terrace

• Direct to Chris� an Aid.

Des! na! on John O’Groats 
Ian and Jennifer pedalling

again for Chris! an Aid

The Rev Ian Gilmour and his daugh-
ter Jennifer have set themselves a 
huge challenge, cycling from Edin-
burgh to John O’Groats over fi ve 
consecu� ve days, star� ng on Mon-
day ��th May. The total distance 
will be around #$� miles, including 
over ��,%�� feet of climbing.

Ian and Jennifer have gener-
ously off ered to ride in support of 
Chris� an Aid and we have created 
a separate fundraising page con-
nected to the Greenbank appeal 
for Chris� an Aid Week.

If you would like to sponsor them, 
please follow the link:

caw.chris� anaid.org.uk/
fundraiser-����/

des� na� on-john-ogroats 

Thank you, however you choose to 
support Chris� an Aid Week.

Fiona Wa" 
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Gleanings from The Scotsman Archives
Part ! – The Minister returns from war

Ü

Ar� cles in two previous issues 
of Connec� ons, drawing on back 
numbers of The Scotsman, have de-
scribed the arrival of the Rev David 
H C Read as minister at Greenbank, 
his immediate departure to serve 
as a Chaplain to the Forces, and his 
subsequent capture and imprison-
ment by the Germans. 

The Scotsman quoted some of his 
le! ers to the congrega� on. Unfor-
tunately, there are no further refer-
ences to le! ers from David Read to 
Greenbank. Perhaps The Scotsman 
no longer considered them news-
worthy! However, a lengthy book 
review of Prisoners’ Quest by D H 
C Read appeared on #$th July %&''. 
The script of talks given in the Pris-
oner of War Camp had been smug-
gled out for publica� on in the UK. 

In an ar� cle about David Read, 
wri! en to mark VE Day #(#(, Pro-
fessor David Fergusson reminds 
us that Prisoners’ Quest “remains a 
moving evoca� on of faith and com-
munity in a � me of intense struggle.” 
And today’s QII owes its existence 
and name to the highly successful 
youth group, Quest, founded on his 
return to Greenbank. 

On %'th April %&'), The Scotsman in� -
mated his return from imprisonment. 
Under the headline “Freedom from 
PoW camp” the brief ar� cle states:

“News has been received in Ed-
inburgh of the arrival in London 
of the Rev. David HC Read, min-
ister of Greenbank Church, who 
for almost fi ve years has been a 
prisoner of war in Germany. Mr 
Read was fl own to London where 
he arrived last Wednesday, a# er 
broadcas$ ng from Germany an 
account of how his camp was 
liberated by the Americans [on 
%� March �&'(]. Introduced as ‘a 
Sco)  sh minister,’ he described 
how he was conduc$ ng a service 
as the camp was overrun…Mr 
Read is expected to reach Edin-
burgh some$ me next week and 
may preach in Greenbank Church 
on Sunday week.”

On Sunday #&th April, Mr Read was 
indeed back in Greenbank, preach-
ing to crowded congrega� ons. 
According to The Scotsman at the 
morning service he preached from 
the text ‘My God shall supply all 
your needs,’ illustra� ng it with spe-
cial reference to prison camp expe-
riences. In the evening, the church 
was so full that the service had to 
be relayed to the hall. The congre-
ga� on heard more about David 
Read’s experiences as a chaplain in 
a prison camp, including a series of 
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services held at Stalag IXA, which 
he had received permission to visit 
shortly before its libera� on by the 
American army.

A� er his release from his role as 
a Chaplain to the Forces, David 
Read was to remain min-
ister at Greenbank un� l he 
was appointed as the fi rst 
chaplain of the University 
of Edinburgh in ����. He 

le�  Edinburgh in ��!" to 

become minister of Madi-

son Avenue Presbyterian 

Church, New York, where 

he remained un� l he re� red in 

��#�. He died at his home in New 

York in early January $%%�, less 

than a week a� er his ��st birthday.
Peter Graham

We are delighted to an-

nounce that we have a 

new website. Our aim 

was to create a website 

that was engaging, in-

forma� ve and easy to 

navigate. 

There is a donate bu& on 

on the website giving 

various dona� on op� ons 

We invite you to take a 

look!

anopenhand.org.uk/

Rona Ferguson 

Open Hand New Website

From the archives (contd)
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Isobel Brown’s ���th 
Birthday

Isobel Brown turned ��� on Sun-
day ��th April. 

In church everyone clapped and 
sang Happy Birthday.

In the Hall a! er the service she cut 
one of her cakes to more applause 
and singing. 

Greenbank Holiday Club is open to all children of Primary School age, in-
cluding children star" ng Primary � this August. It will be held in the Green-
bank Church premises in Braidburn Terrace, from Monday #rd August to 
Friday $th August, ��am–��.�%pm daily.

Please register at 

! nyurl.com/

Holiday-Club-Registra! on

by Monday !"th July to 
guarantee your child’s place 
at Holiday Club. 

Helen Barnes

Holiday Club
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Holy Corner 

Booksale

2026 

Morningside United Church, Holy Corner, EH10 4DJ

In aid of Christian Aid: Charity No. SC039150

Booksale website: https://holycornerbooksale.wordpress.com

Saturday, 9 May: 10am - 5pm

Sunday, 10 May: 1pm - 5pm

Monday, 11 May: 10am - 3pm

Entrance on Bruntsfield Place

Wide variety of categories, including:
• Hardback & paperback fiction and non-fiction

• Art, antiquarian & vintage

• Children’s section

Payment by cash or card

Refreshments available Saturday, 10am - 4pm
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Deaths
March
�� Mrs June Craig, Ashley Court
 Nursing Home (D��)

Congrega  onal Register

June on her ��th Birthday

Wedding of 
Eleanor Hutchison 

and Niall Quinn
Fostering Sco!  sh/Irish rela" ons! 
Vivien Hutchison’s daughter, 
Eleanor, married Niall Quinn in Ire-
land on Saturday, �th April. A very 
happy occasion!
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May
  Donald King, Jan Corbe� , Roderick 

Morrison, Jim Young, Jane Harkin
"# Stuart Sanders, Moira Davidson, Julia 

Dunbar, John Murison, Alison Muri-
son

"$ Keith Winton, Richard Dunbar, Chris 
Horne, Robin Nimmo, Hazel Macaulay

%& Rosemary McCulloch, Moira Land, 
Fiona Grant, Mar! n Struthers, Barbara 
Middleton, Tony Rose, Rosie Rose

 " Joan Ritchie, Susan Inch, Gillian 
Sweetman, Clare Campbell, Stephen 
Hadden, Mary Hadden, Catherine 
Cameron

June
$ Communion
 Keith Clark, Elizabeth Htet-Khin, 

Isobel Thom, Charles Black, Pauline 
Walker, Catherine Denham

Welcome Teams

Coff ee RotaMay
" Richard & Julia Dunbar D#$, D##, D%%
#$ Hazel & Angus McLachlan D'"
#( David & Janet Ferguson D#", )* & )+
)' Susan Inch & Chris Horne
   D"(, '+, **, *( & +.
"# Chris! na Morrow D'$ & '#

June
( Communion
 Gillian Sweetman Singing Group

The Ministry Team can 
be contacted directly

Locum Minister: Rev Ian Gilmour

phone: $((.' #'.+%)

email: IGilmour@churchofscotland.org.uk

Administrator: Jackie Wilson-Tagoe

phone:  $#"# ''( ..*.

email: offi  ce@greenbankchurch.org

To make contact with any organisa! on 

featured in Greenbank Connec! ons, 

please use the telephone number or 

email address given, if there is one. 

Otherwise contact the Church Offi  ce.

Website: www.greenbankchurch.org

Postal  address: 

Greenbank Parish Church

Braidburn Terrace, 

Edinburgh EH#$ *ES

Items for the Weekly Newsle" er should 

be sent by Thursdays to: 

greenbankweekly@gmail.com

Material for the June/July/August issue 

of Greenbank Connec! ons should be 

delivered to the Editors’ Pigeonhole by 

Sunday "$th May or sent by e-mail by 

+pm on Thursday %"st May to: 

greenbankconnec" ons@gmail.com

Flower Rota
 provided by delivered by

May
" Hazel Macaulay Jennifer James
#$ Land Family Sarah Whi� y
#( Rosemary McCulloch Heather Kay
)' Diana Has! ngs Irene Horne
"# Katy Maguire Fiona Kelly

June
(  Alison Kerr




